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JEFF SESSIONS 
ALA8AMf\ 

Mr. Michael Yeager 

MOBILE OFFICE 

finittd ~tatrs ~mate 
WASHINGTON, DC 205HHJ104 

May 17, 2011 

Assistant Commissioner, Congressional Affairs 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection 

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 5.4A 

Washington, D.C. 20229 

Dear Mr. Yeager: 

li!J002 

C:OMMITfF.:ES~ 

>l;!nlllr.g Ml!rYI~r 

JUDICIARY 

ARMCO SER'I!CiiS 

ENVIRONMENT AND PUBliC VJORKS 

I am enclosing a letter that l received from Any information you may have 

regarding this matter would be appreciated so that l may respond to my constituent's inquiry. 

Thank you for your assistaiJce. Please respond t in my Mobile Office 

at the following address: 

JS: st 

B1RMINGHAM 

3111 \IANC.: frot:AAL ~h11WINo:l 

11100 flFTii AV"EN-;10 !\QAT' 1 

61RMINt:lHAM, Al ~52.03-1171 
120!;;1 731-1500 

Office of Senator Jeff Sessions 

41 West l-65 Service Road North, Suite 2300-A 

Mobile, Alabama 36608-1291 

251-414-3083 

HUJ\TSVIL.L£; 

~t.Ci01'.!8 ~r NTEFI, S111TE 802 
2.00 Ci.IN~Or.! A\'t:NUE, N.W. 

HLINT3VILLE,. AL.35aD1-49~2 

(~56} 53J-<l979 

United States Senator 

MOfii,\LE 

813&T Cr-.·rH~, 5lrln 2:lOQ.O.. 

41 W~1 1-6'5 SEf-\IICE: Ror.n NORTI' 

MOBILf, AL. 366()a-1291 

!251) ~14-~0113 

Pl'llfTEO ON HfCT'CLED f•APEA 

MDNTGOM!:RY 

7!;50 HAI.C"(';N SU!o-rMIT D~rvr 

5U'TI 15(, 

MONT;;t"IMERY, tiL. 36117 

(33-Q) :;.-"4-7·)17 

WIRE.GRAS$ 

l)r•UTED STArES ~UHr"HOIJ.';;". SUITE 30.2 

100 '/'J~~TTFI<lV S ,-AEET 

DDT"'/lN, AL. 36J03 

1334r 79:2.....d.924 
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Page 2 
May 9, 2011 

Privacy Act Release 

Dear Senator Sessions 

Date: o5 /" /.zo 11 

Social Security No. 

Claim~o . 
SRC/ANo

I request your assistance in resolving the problem 1 am having with (agency)-------

141003 

Give highlights, necessary dates and locations. Use second sheet if needed 
~ ll.'C («4@-Md. 

In keeping with the restrictions of the privacy act, you are authorized to request any information 

required to assist me. 

Name: (printed) nitial 

Address: 

City State 

Home Phone Work 

Signature: 

Please retwn this form to: 

Office of U.S. Senator Jeff Sessions 

41 West 1-65 Service Road North, Suite 2300-A 

Mobile, Alabama 36608-1291 

251-414-3083 phone 

251-414-5845 fax 
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A USA COMPANY 

American Distribution Company, LLC 

March 23, 2011 
Case NO.: 2011-2704--000302 

Attention:

Ms.

Thank you for taking time to discuss my seizure case again. We have a total of 4800 

pieces of two different styles of knives. As I told you before, we want to forfeit the 1200 

"Marine Corp Logo" knives. The US Government, US Customs and US Military 

Branches being employees of the American Public, we did not have any idea that you 

could not use our countries shields. So again, we would just like to dontate these to the 

Marine Corp. 

Does this mean we can not put our American Flag on our product? Is tlris in violation of 

your interpretation of Title 19 law? This day has really saddened me ru, an American 

Citizen and Business owner trying to make a living. By your interpretation of this law, 

we cannot use our American Flag. 

Per our conversation on March 23,2011, you ask I resubmit a second petition to re-state 

our position on the 3600 knives with our company logo on them, which are in expensive 

acrylic cases. I have done some more research on this and have found many companies 

in the UNITED STATES of AMERICA that manufacture knives in China, proudly put 

USA in their company name. Attached are pictures of 6 different kniv~::~ that I purchased 

in Mobile, Alabama. All of these have USA in their company name and ALL of these 

have "Made in China" on the merchandise box. ALL, not some ... .ALL. The exact same 

as we do. 

We have been in business for seven years and our company name is 

"AMERICAN" .... that is AMERICAN DISTRIDUTION COMPANY. We place our 

name followed by ~A USA COMPANY" on ever product we manufacture. I do not 

understand why these knives have been held since AuguSt 2010. I haw gone !brough the 

US Customs Code Violation and I cannot find the reason that you are s'tating. It is not in 

Title 19, United States Code, Section 1304. I read the entire Title 19 Chapter and it is not 

there. llris was some US Customs agent's interpretation. NOT a LAW. Please read it. 

141004 
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As we discussed, the is a product logo for our knife line. We logo 

all of product with oUT company logo, which also has USA in the logo and we logo all 

product with a product logo. We have several product logos for all of OUT wide variety of 

product. This is how we define and market our product.  is a logo 

we designed based on a fOili'I:h generation finnily name. who was born in the 1800's here 

in AMERICA (and the pride of being an American, which is slowly failing in this country 

because of situations like this)- We have been selling these knives for !:even years and 

we have never had any problem. I have now instructed our China knif;: manufacturer to 

take the USA off of all product. From: 

to This will be our new Cutlery logo. 

I am asking and pleading for you to reconsider and look at these further. We are a moral 

company and we have never and will never have any intentions of demption. These 3600 

knives in the acrylic cases, represent a large sell for us. We are currently in financial 

despair. If this were true deception or something that was going to hwt the American 

public, I would completely understand. But it is not. The only people that it will hurt is 

our fwnily company and my family. 

Please review Title 19, United States Code, Section 1595a and 1304. lifyou look at these 

knives, they are not marked "USA". They are marked  There is 

clear marking on each package, saying "Made in China". This is on the item packaging, 

the UPC and the master cases. There is NO deception to the Americau public. Also, take 

a look at the pictures. Six companies make their knives in China at th•: same factories 

that we do. All mark their knives with Company Name USA. 

141005 
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PLEASE help me with this and do what is right. 

Sincerely, 

American Distrihution Company, LLC 
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)



MAR 18 lOll 

Dear Mr

MOBILE OFFICE 

U.S. Customs and 

Border Protection 

Case No.: 2011-2704-000302 
!me 

This is in response to your petition dated January 6, 2011, requesting relief from 

forfeiture of the merchandise seized by Customs and Border Protection (CIIP) pursua.nt to Title 

19, United States Code. Section !59Sa(c)(2)(B), for violation of Title 10, United States Code, 

Section 7881. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) also seized tbe memlll2!ldise listed below 

pursuant to Title 19, United States Code, Section l595a(c)(2)(E) for violation of Title 19, United 

States Code, Section 1304. 

Your petition states that your company logo displayed on 3600 of ~1c knives includes the 

letters "USA" as pmt of the logo design itself, oot that you mean to deceiv<: anyone into thinking 

that the country of origin of the merchandise is the United States. You added that you will 

henceforth be removing the "USA" part of the logo on all forthcoming shipments of knives. 

Pursuant to 19CFR134.22(c), whenever merchandise is markerl wilh a VS name and 

address, the real country of m:igiD must be in close prorimity to that marking so there is no 

confusion about where the goods were made_ On the front of your outer packaging, you 

prominently claim to be "a USA company" but the "Made in China" stick<~ is only displayed on 

a small UPC label on the back of the packaging. Nowhere in your petition do you request for 

llW!ipulation of the seized knives to be re--marked and then rel~ased. 

Therefore, tl1e merchandise you atten;pted to impon must be deemed inadmissible and 

CBP's decisiort is to deny relief from forfeiture. This decision is based on the reasons explained 

above_ 

4800 of these knives were seized for violation of !OUSC788l, which protects the seal, 

e01blcm, and insignia from unauthorized use of the Marine Corps logo, without permission from 

the Secretary of the Navy, which you do not bave. 1'hese you asked to be' forfeited or donated. 

We have been advised by the Internal Revenue Service that amounts paid as penalties in 

connection with violations of Customs laws are not deductible for Federallncorne Tax purposes. 

Furthermore, deductions are not permitted for the value of merchandise ftxfeited to the 

govemment as a result of violations of Customs laws if the lliXpayer claiming the deductions has 

committed a violation. 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)



06/02/2011 14:07 FAX 2514145845 MOBILE OFFICE 

Please direct all inquiries not answered by this letter to the attention o

Paralegal Specialist, Fines, Penalties and Forfeitures, at the address shown or call (562) 366-

3298. 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

Director, Fines, Penalties 
and Forfeitures 

Election ofProceedings!Waiver Form 

Abandonment Form 

Ill 008 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)




